544             THE PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION
*The Scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses* seat: all, therefore,
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye
after their works; for they say and do not. For they bind heavy burdens
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they
themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. . . . They . . .
love the uppermost rooms at feasts and the chief seats in the synagogues
and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men " Rabbi, Rabbi".
But be not ye called "Rabbi"; for one is your master, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren. . . . Neither be ye called "masters" . . . but
he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whosoever
shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself
shall be exalted.'1
Here, through the eyes of the rank-and-file of the Jewish con-
tingent in a Hellenic internal proletariat, we see the Pharisees as
Jewish ecclesiastical counterparts of Jewry's Roman political
masters; and in the exordium to the parable of the Pharisee and
the Publican, in which the parable is described as being addressed
'unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and despised others',2 we are given a complementary definition of
a Pharisee which would as aptly describe a Stoic philosopher. Nor
was this assimilation of the ci-devant spiritual leaders of Jewry to
both the two main types of their former Hellenic adversaries just
a curiosity of history without practical consequences. In the
tragedy of the Passion of Christ we see the Scribes and Pharisees
not merely inclining in the privacy of their hearts to the spirit and
behaviour of a dominant minority, but also actively ranging them-
selves at the side of the Roman authorities in the public light of the
forum in order to compass the death of a prophet of their own race
who had been putting them to shame by doing the very works of
which these *whited sepulchres'3 made no more than a hollow
pretence.
'When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted and were scattered abroad, as sheep having
no shepherd/4
This clear and reproachful apprehension of the treachery that the
Pharisees had perpetrated in heartlessly deserting their flock was
Jesus's unforgivable offence in the Pharisees' resentful eyes.
Are there other instances of this spiritual treason which the
Pharisees exemplify? When we observe the Pharisaic tendencies
of the Manichaean and Paulician electi,5 we may speculate whether
** Matt, xxiii. a-ia; with these verses and the rest of the chapter compare Mark acii.
38-40; Luke xi. 39-52; and Luke xx. 46-7.                                     * Luke xviii. 9.
3 Matt, xxiii. 27.                        4 Matt. ix. 3<3, -with a reminiscence of Zech. ac. a.
s For the Paulician electi see IV. C (iii) (c) a (j8), Annex III, vol. iv, p. 638, above;
for the Manichaean electi see Burkitt, F. C.: The Religion of the Mairichees (Cambridge
1935, University Press), p. 46.